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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome  to  learning  Ethiopian  alphabets. 
Ethiopic  is  the  font  used  for  writing  Ethiopian 
languages.  Ethiopic  has  one  very  big  difference 
from  Latin  writing  and  reading. 

Every  Ethiopic  letter  has  one  and  only  one 
sound.  Wherever  it  is  placed  in  a  word,  whatever 
comes  before  or  after  it,  it  always  has  one  and 
only  one  sound.  Each  alphabet  stands  by  itself. 
Instead  of  separate  vowels,  extensions  are  added 
on  the  base  font  to  create  a  family  of  fonts. 

In  English,  vowels  we  use  have  different 
sounds  in  where  they  are  used.  The  long  and 
short  forms,  when  combined  with  other  vowels, 
and  the  like.  To  help  students  learn  Ethiopic,  the 
vowels  used  in  the  analogy  here  are  always  each 
only  for  one  sound. 
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ADDITIONAL  LETTERS 


t 

i 

a 

e 

qw 

•fe 

•h 

$ 

# 

Qw 

$ 

?*■ 

i? 

JS 

Hw 

A 

kw 

h° 

h*. 

kxw 

“fio 

TV. 

■0. 

Jt 

gw 

7" 

7*. 

a 

> 

T' 

Gw 

2 

These  three  letters  are  also  used  in  writing 
Ethiopic  writing. 
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Ethiopic  Number  writing 
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PUNCTUATION  MARKS 

.  Emphasize  :  Space  between  words 
:(*)  coma  I  semi-colon 
colon  «  period/full  stop 
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GENERAL  NOTE: 


When  we  use  e  here,  it  is  the  sound  the  vowel 
makes  when  it  exists  in: 


bet, 

get, 

met, 

let, 

net, 

pet 

For  a: 

bat, 

fat, 

mat, 

rat, 

sat 

For  u: 

put, 

bull, 

bully, 

pull, 

push 

For  i: 

big, 

bill, 

bit, 

hill, 

him, 

For  o: 

rod, 

stock 

,  drop, 

pop, 

crop 

•  For  the  first  letter  in  the  family  of  the 
alphabet,  an  apostrophe  is  used. 

•  When  you  see  IF  or  the  sounds  the  letters  b 
and  g  represent  what  we  hear  in:  but  and  gut. 

•  The  sixth  letter  is  left  alone  for  the  constant 
letter  sound.  Like  m,  k,  1,  s,  d,  b,  n,  r,  t,  .  .  . 

There  are  37  letters  in  the  Ethiopic  alphabet. 
These  37  letters,  each  has  a  family  of  7  and  some 
of  them  have  a  family  of  8  members.  Following 
are  the  lessons  for  studying  Ethiopic  Fonts. 
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LESSON  1 


The  first  group  of  letters  you  are  going  to 
study  are  similar  two-legged  letters. 

n  ft  h  Ti  rt  ?T 

The  first  one  is  the  letter  (  b  ).  The  Ethiopic 
letter  looks  like  an  upside  U.  Doesn’t  it? 

The  family  members  of  the  letter  b  are  written 
as: 

bl  b2  b3  b4  b5  b6  b7 

b’  bu  bi  ba  be  b  bo 

The  numbers  here  indicate  the  order  in  which 
each  family  member  of  b  exists  in  the  Ethiopic 
alphabet  table. 
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As  stated  in  the  previous  pages,  the  first  letter 
b,  which  is  bl  and  also  b’  makes  the  sound  of 
the  first  syllable  in  but. 

The  second  family  member  of  b,  which  is  b2, 
bu,  sounds  like  the  first  syllable  in  bull. 

The  third  family  member  of  b,  which  is  b3,  bi, 
sounds  like  the  first  syllable  in  big. 

The  fourth  family  member  of  b,  which  is  b4, 
ba,  sounds  like  the  first  syllable  in  bat. 

The  fifth  family  member  of  b,  which  is  b5,  be, 
sounds  like  the  first  syllable  in  bet. 

The  sixth  family  member  of  b,  which  is  b6,  b, 
sounds  like  the  first  syllable  in  black. 
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The  seventh  family  member  of  b,  which  is  b7, 
bo,  sounds  like  the  first  syllable  in  boy. 

Now  you  have  the  basics  in  your  hand,  the 
most  important  thing  left  is: 

PRACTICE,  PRACTICE,  PRACTICE. 
Dad  and  Mom  will  help  a  lot!  Use  them. 

Let  us  start  with  the  letter  b. 

Please  read  the  following  family  members  of  b 
in  their  order. 

b’  bu  bi  ba  be  b  bo 

(but)  (bull)  (big)  (bat)  (bet)  (black)  (boy) 

Good  job.  Let  us  go  ahead  and  do  the  five 
associates  of  b. 

These  are  v,  k,  H,  s,  and  sh.  These  letters  are 
chosen  for  their  similarity  in  their  shape  with 
the  Ethiopic  letter  that  sounds  like  b. 
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Let  us  follow  our  practice  with  b,  in  the 
following  sounds.  It  follows  the  same  pattern  as 
b  did  earlier. 

v’  vu  vi  va  ve  v  vo 

verse  rendevu  tv  vast 

You  did  great  with  the  first  two  Ethiopic 
alphabets.  Let  us  do  the  third  one. 

k’  ku  ki  ka  ke  k  ko 

The  fourth  one  is: 

H’  Hu  Hi  Ha  He  H  Ho 


Fifth 

s’  su  si  sa  se  s  so 
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Following  s  will  be  sh.  This  represents  the 
sound  of  the  first  syllabus  in 

share. 

Let  us  practice  the  sounds  of  the  sh  family. 

sh’  shu  shi  sha  she  sh  sho 

We  stopped  using  the  numbers  to  help  us  know 
the  placement  of  each  letter.  Great,  we  are 
making  good  progress! 

Before  we  go  on  with  the  rest  of  the  Ethiopic 
alphabets,  let  us  associate  them  with  their 
counter  parts  in  Ethiopic. 

Whenever  you  need  help.  Use  pages  4,5  &  6 
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The  sound  of  the  letter  b  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  (1. 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  fl. 

n  (v  (i  a  a  n 

Here  the  first  letter  H  is  the  bl  and  IE  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

bl,  b’  =  H  b2,  bu  =  ft* 

b3,  bi  =  ft.  b4,  ba  =  Q 

b5,  be  =  fl,  b6,  b  =  Tl 

b7,  bo  =  0 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  0 

nib  nn  ike  *n*n  o-n  n,a 
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The  sound  of  the  letter  v  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  il. 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  ft. 

n  tv  a  o  a  «n  n 

Here  the  first  letter  R  is  the  vl  and  we  had 
seen  earlier. 


vl,v’  =  R 

v2,  vu  = 

R* 

v3,  vi  =  R. 

v4,  va  = 

R 

v5,  vc  -  o. 

v6,  v  = 

•R 

v7,  vo  =  R 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  n 
and  H 

RR-  an  run  OR.  Q.R  R.R 
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The  sound  of  the  letter  k  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  h. 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  h. 

h  h*  h.  h  h,  h  t» 

Here  the  first  letter  ll  is  the  kl  and  k^  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

kl,k’  =  h  k2,  ku  =  h* 

k3,  ki  =  It  k4,  ka  =  *1 

k5,  ke  =  h,  k6,  k  =  h 

k7,  ko  =  h 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  h 
H  and  H 

hh*  h,h  h-n  hh  h-fl  hn*(l 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  Ti. 

•fi  Ti-  U  Ti  U  Ti  V 

This  is  the  third  H  sound  letter.  It  is  added  here 
to  help  you  understand  its  existence  when  you 
start  reading  Ethiopic  and  come  across  it.  For 
now,  it  is  represented  as  H. 

Here  the  first  letter  is  the  HI  and  IT  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

HI,  H’  =  Ti  H2,  Hu  =  *fi* 

H3,  Hi  =  U  H4,  Ha  =  Ti 

H5,  He  =  U  H6,H  =  Tl 

H7,  Ho  =  ^ 

Remember  this  same  sound  as  0  rh  and  ’'i.  We 
will  meet  these  three  later. 
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The  sound  of  the  letter  s  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  A. 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  A. 

A  A*  A.  A  A,  A  A 

Here  the  first  letter  H  is  the  si  and  sf  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

si,  s’  =  A  s2,  su  =  A* 

S3,  si  =  A«  s4,  sa  =  A 

s5,  se  =  A*  s6,  s  =  A 

s7,  so  =  A 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  A  h  T\ 
and  fl 

Art*  AH  ATI  hA  QA  hAA  AA  A.A  A*A  ATIAQ 
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The  sound  of  the  letter  sh  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  (T. 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

Here  the  first  letter  IT  is  the  shl  and  sIE  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

shl,  sh’  =  ft  sh2,  shu  =  ft 

sh3,  shi  =  (t  sh4,  sha  = 

sh5,  she  =  ft  sh6,  sh  =  fi 

sh7,  sho  =  ft 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  ff  A  Ti  h 
ft  and  fl 

ftft  Tf-riwn  finfin  fihfih 
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Here  the  teacher,  mom  and  dad  other 
family  members  and  friends  will  give  you 
more  practice  to  write  useable  words  in 
Ethiopic  alphabets: 


a  fi 

h  Ti 

rt  IT 

flrtflrt 

15-flISO 

hft 

ntuv 

han 

<Wl 

ffhffh 

rtartn 

Write  the  following  in  Ethiopic 

b’so  b’s’b’s’  sus 
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Copy  the  words  (written  in  Ethiopic  )  on  page 
19  here. 


Repeat  the  last  three  words  you  wrote  on  page 
19  here 
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You  studied  six  of  the  Ethiopic 
alphabets.  Write  them  here  and  read  them  out 
loud  to  yourself. 


b’ 

(but) 

v’ 

(  vernacular ) 

k’ 

(  kern ) 

H’ 

( heard ) 

s’ 

(  sun ) 

sh’ 

(  share ) 
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LESSON  2 


The  second  group  of  letters  we  are  going  to 
study  are  the  same  two-legged  letters  but  a  little 
bit  different  than  what  we  met  in  LESSON  1. 

H  Tf  h  A 


These  have  the  following  corresponding  sound 
with  the  Latin  alphabets. 

H  with  z 

If  with  Z 

h  with  a 

A  with  1 
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We  are  going  to  write  these  four  letters  with 
their  family  members  as  follows: 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  H. 

h  it  h  n  ah 

Here  the  first  letter  H  is  the  zl  and  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

zl,z’  =  H  z2,  zu  =  It  z3,  zi  =  H« 
z4,  za  =  H  z5,  ze  =  H>  z6,  z  =  *H 
z7,  zo  =  H 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  H 

(T  A  h  ft  and  0 

Hit  H-a  niinH  n«  nn  -oh- 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  7f. 

7T 

Here  the  first  letter  If  is  the  Z1  and  ZS  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

Zl,  Z’  =  Tf  Z2,  Zu  =  W  Z3,  Zi  = 

Z4,  Za  Z5,  Ze  =  If  Z6,  Z  = 

Z7,  Zo  =  If 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  If  H 

(T  rt  h  fl  and  H 

TTTP  -{fir  (fir  7THQ  flHflH 


if  ic  tr  it 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  K. 

h  h*  \  h>  h  h 

*i\  is  unique  in  Ethiopic.  It  is  the  vowel  that 
indicates  what  sound  comes  with  every  letter. 
And  it  does  not  have  its  own  letter.  First  the 
sound  for  the  first  letter  is  the  same  as  the  4th 
letter.  Second,  when  \  comes  after  the  sixth 
family  member  of  another  letter,  it  losses  itself 
in  the  letter  it  follows  making  it  be  its  4th  member 
letter. 


(none)  =  u  =  M 

i  = 

K 

a  =  \ 

C  =  h 

E  = 

h 

0  =  h 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet 

(T  A  h  R  and  Q 

hlf  H 

\h*  MM 

M1Q 
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Here  are 


the  family  members  of 


A. 


A  A*  A.  A  A>  & 


A° 


Here  the  first  letter  A  is  the  H  and  P  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

11,  1’  =  A  12,  lu  =  A*  13,  li  =  A. 

4,  la  =  A  15,  le  =  A,  16,  1  =  A 

17,  lo  =  A° 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  A  \  Tf  H 

(T  A  h  ft  and  0 


AAr 

AA 

AAn 

AQ 

AHA 

A*flA 

HAHA 

HA 

All 

Ah. 

A*h 
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You  just  finished  the  second  set  of  two-legged 
letters  with  a  little  bit  of  difference  from  the 
first  set! 

This  is  how  they  sound. 

z’ _ ( thus ) 

Z’ _ ( pleasure ) 

a _ ( as ) 

T _ ( alert ) 

write  these  in  Ethiopic 

l’zb  l’za  aTb’  1-ul 
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Write  the  following  in  Latin  alphabet 
flh  Vtfl  flh£- 

tUb  MO  hAtm 

And  the  following  in  Ethiopic 

k’s’k’s’  a’b’s’  a’b’b’ch 
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LESSON  3 


The  third  set  of  Ethiopic  letters  to  study  are  very 
different  two-legged  letters. 

£  £  £  &  A 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  £. 

£  *  «<L  *  £>  £•  £ 

The  sound  of  the  letter  d  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  £.  Here  the  first  letter  £  is  the 
dl  and  (T  we  had  seen  earlier. 

dl,  d’  =  £  d2,  du  =  d3,  di  =  K 

d4,  da  -  d5,  de  -  £>  d6,  d  =  £■  d7, 

do  =  £* 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  £  A  \  If 

H  (T  A  h  H  and  H 

£^  £•£•  £nn  M  £-n  M 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  X. 

A  4.  A  A,  £  A 


The  sound  of  the  letter  D  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter 

Here  the  first  letter  £  is  the  D1  and  IT  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

D1,D’=  A  D2,  Du  =  £  D3,  Di 
D4,  Da  =  A  D5,  De  =  A,  D6,  D  =  A 
D7,  Do  =  A 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  A  A  A  ^ 

TfHffA’fihHandn 

This  particular  letter,  helps  us  when  we 
write  some  Oromigna  words. 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of 

£  %  X  £  £  £  £ 


The  sound  of  the  letter  j  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter 

Here  the  first  letter  is  the  jl  and  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

jlj’  =  £  j2,ju  =  %  j3,ji  =  X 
j4,ja  =  X  j5,je  =  %,  j6,j  =  g 
j7,jo  =  X 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  £  £  £  A 

KTfHffATihffandn 

££  ££  JH)  Mg  tffn  go  n^v 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  X. 

a  &  *  a,  a*  8 

The  sound  of  the  letter  S  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  X. 

Here  the  first  letter  R  is  the  SI  and  SP  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

SI,  S’  =  a  S2,  Su  =  a.  S3,  Si  =  a. 

S4,  Sa  =  a  S5,  Se  =  a,  S6,  S  =  a* 

S7,  So  =  a 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  a  £  £  £ 

Aa'lfHffrt’fitlRandn 

aa.  aa,  aA  Aa  nAa 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of 


fcfc.fc.fc  fc,  k  fc 

The  sound  of  the  letter  P  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  A. 

Here  the  first  letter  &  is  the  PI  and  P  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

P1,P’  =  ft  P2,Pu=  ft.  P3,  Pi  =  ft. 
P4,  Pa  =  ft  P5,  Pe  =  ft,  P6,  P  =  ft* 
P7,  Po  =  ft 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  ft  ft  £  £ 

£<\JnTHffrtTihffandn 

ftft.  Aft.  ft.fi  ftftfi  Juft* 
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You  just  finished  the  third  set  of  two-legged 
letters  very  different  from  the  first  set! 

This  is  how  they  sound. 

d’  _  (  dust ) 


D’ 


( daa  tongue  pressed  with  the  roof  of  the 
mouth.  No  exact  corresponding  letter  and 
sound  in  Latin  ) 


j’  _  (just) 


S’ 


( tse  (teeth  closed  when  with  slight  lip 
opening  when  air  is  released.  No  exact 

corresponding  letter  and  sound  in  Latin  ) 


P’ 


(  P9  (strong  lip  friction  when  released. 
No  exact  corresponding  letter  and  sound  in 

Latin  ) 
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LESSON  4 

The  fourth  set  of  Ethiopic  letters  to  study  are  three- 
legged  letters. 

m  tad*  rh 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  rtl. 

(T\  rtV  rtl  ^1  rtl.  T  (Tt 

The  sound  of  the  letter  T  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  (TI.  Here  the  first  letter  HI  is  the 
T1  and  [P  we  had  seen  earlier. 

T1,T’  =  m  T2,  Tu  =  m*  T3,  Ti  =  <tl 
T4,  Ta  =  <n  T5,Te=  m,  T6,  T  =  T 
T7,  To  -  (Ti 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  (Ti  ft  ft  X 

££A>vTfHffA’fihffandn 

mm*  fnn]  tt  mO  nvT  ovfl^A, 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  £Et>. 

6Ek  6Efe  G* 

The  sound  of  the  letter  CH  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  £Ek 

Here  the  first  letter  £E1>  is  the  CHI  and  CH’  we 
had  seen  earlier. 

CHI,  CH’  =  (EL  CH2,  CHu  =  6Efe  CH3,  CHi  =  (EL 
CH4,  CHa  =  CH5,  CHe  =  CH6,  CH  =  <sEb 
CH7,  CHo  =  E™ 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  EEL  m  ft 

ag^AKTfHffrtTihffandn 

EELEEL  6El‘H  ^0<s£b  XQ<Tb  0<sP,n<sEb 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  eh. 

eh  eh*  eh,  *h  eh»  eh 

A  little  historical  perspective  for  you.  A  long 
time  ago  when  Ethiopic  inherited  the  alphabet 
from  Geez,  this  letter  had  a  distinct  difference 

sound  compared  with  a  letter,  V,  you  will  meet 
later.  In  time  it  has  evolved  into  the  same  sound. 
Here,  because  you  are  meeting  the  sound  for  the 
first  time,  we  will  treat  it  as  one  of  the  other 
letters.  It  is  just  a  reminder  why  the  upper-case 
H  is  used  than  the  lower-case  h  here. 

There  are  three  other  letters  that  sound  the  same 
as  this  letter.  And  there  are  two  of  (V  h,  and  ft. 
You  have  met  these  three  already.  When  their 
identical  sound  letters  come,  there  will  be  a 
reminder  for  you. 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  rh. 

rh  rh*  rh«  «h  rh»  rh 

This  is  the  second  H  sound  letter.  It  is  added 
here  to  help  you  understand  its  existence  in  case 
you  start  reading  Ethiopic  and  come  across  it. 
For  now,  it  is  represented  as  H. 

Here  the  first  letter  rh  is  the  HI  and  IT  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

HI,  H’  =  ,h  H2,Hu  =  rh. 

H3,  Hi  =  (K  H4,  Ha  = 

H5,  He  =  rh.  H6,  H  =  rh 

H7,  Ho  =  (h 

Remember  this  has  the  same  sound  as  Tl  and 
V •  We  will  skip  the  use  of  it  for  now. 
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You  just  finished  the  fourth  set!  These  are 
three-legged  letters. 

This  is  how  they  sound. 

T’  _  (T’  this  is  a  strong  T  where  there  is  no 

exact  corresponding  letter  and  sound  in  Latin 


CH’ 


(CH  (tongue  pressed  hard  with  the  roof 
of  the  mouth.  No  exact  corresponding  letter 

and  sound  in  Latin  ) 


H 


( same  as  Tiy  & 


Write  the  following  in  Latin 


mm* 
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LESSON  5 


The  fifth  set  of  Ethiopic  letters  to  study  are  two  that 
open  upwards.  The  first  one  V  has  identical  sound 
withTl,  rh  awe  encountered  earlier  and  which  we 
will  encounter  later.  This  V  is  the  primary  letter. 

V  v> 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  V. 

v  0-  t  y  'i  v  ir 

The  sound  of  the  letter  h  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  0.  Here  the  first  letter  V  is  the 
hi  and  IT  we  had  seen  earlier. 

hi,  h’  =  U  h2,  hu  =  O'  h3,  hi  =  ^  h4, 
ha  =  V  h5,  he  -  ^  h6,  h  =  U  h7, 
ho  =  if 

Write  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  V  rh  6EI>  m  &  ft  X 
££AMfHffrt’fih?Tandn 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  tP. 

ip  ip*  ”1  ”1  p*  y> 

This  is  the  second  (s)  sound  letter.  It  is  added 
here  to  help  you  understand  its  existence  in  case 
you  start  reading  Ethiopic  and  come  across  it. 
For  now,  it  is  represented  as  (s). 

Here  the  first  letter  V*  is  the  (s)l  and  [sT  we 
had  seen  earlier. 

(s)l,(s)’  =  v»  (s)2,  (s)u  =  V* 

(s)3,  (s)i  =  ”L  (s)4,  (s)a  = 

(s)5,  (s)e  =  ”£  (s)6,  (s)  -  r 

(s)7,  (s)o  =  r 

Remember  this  has  the  same  sound  as  A 

and  we  will  skip  the  use  of  it  for  now. 
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Congratulation  for  finishing  the  fifth  set!  These 
are  two  letters  that  open  upwards. 

This  is  how  they  sound. 

IT  _  (  heard  ) 

(s)’ _ (sun) 

Write  these  in  Latin  alphabet. 
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LESSON  6 

The  fifth  set  of  Ethiopic  letters  to  study  are  four  closed 
circular  shaped  letters. 

0  (D  OD  0 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  0. 

0  O'  °L  °1  °b  6  P 

This  is  the  second  0  sound  letter.  It  is  added  here 
to  help  you  understand  its  existence  in  case  you 
start  reading  Ethiopic  and  come  across  it.  For 
now,  it  is  represented  as  (A)  but  not  use  it.  But 
this  is  a  place  holder  and  follow  what  is 

explained  for  K. 

(A)  1,  (A)’  =  0  (A)2,  (A)u  -  (h  (A)3,  (A)i  = 

(A)4,  (A)a  =  °i  (A)5,  (A)e  =  °b  (A)6,  (A)  =  d 
(A)7,  (A)o  =  P 

Remember  this  has  the  same  sound  as  h  and 
we  will  skip  the  use  of  it  for  now. 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  ®. 

(D  (H  <p  <g  (D*  JP 

The  sound  of  the  letter  w  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter 

Here  the  first  letter  ®  is  the  wl  and  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

wl,  w’ =  ©  w2,  wu  =  ©«  w3,  wi  = 
w4,  wa  =  <P  w5,  we  =  %  w6,  w  =  ©• 
w7,  wo  =  ^ 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  ©  0  w*  U 

rh<®,rn**g££A>i7fHffA’fihnand 

n 

©©.  ©tf  ©fill  ©-ATlA-fl  KA©1  A©* 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  0°. 


0D  an*  ay 


°%  9 ° 


r 


The  sound  of  the  letter  m  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  0®. 


Here  the  first  letter  0°  is  the  ml  and  nE  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

ml,  m’  =  era  m2,  mu  =  m3,  mi  = 

m4,  ma  =  m5,  me  =  m6,  m  = 

m7,  mo  = 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabets  o°  (D  0 

^tfrh6R,mfcag££A>i7rHffA,fih?T 

and  n 

odod<  oyai  hA°?  J\7°a 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  0. 


0  0*  1  ?  %  &  ? 

This  is  the  second  (S)  sound  letter.  It  is  added 
here  to  help  you  understand  its  existence  in  case 
you  start  reading  Ethiopic  and  come  across  it. 
For  now,  it  is  represented  as  (S). 

Here  the  first  letter  0  is  the  (S]l  and  we 
had  seen  earlier. 


(S)1,(S)’  =  0 

(S)2,  (S)u 

=  O' 

(S)3,  (S)i  =t 

(S)4,  (S)a 

=  f 

(S)5,  (S)e  =% 

(S)6,  (S) 

=  0 

(S)7,  (S)o  =  ? 

Remember  this  has  the  same  sound  as  &  and 
here  we  will  skip  the  use  of  it  for  now. 
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Excellent!  you  finished  six  sets!  These  are  four 


closed  circular  shaped  letters. 

This  is  how  they  sound. 

a’  _ 

_  (at) 

w’  _ 

_  ( walk ) 

m’ 

(mug) 

(S’)  __ 

(  tS6  (teeth  closed  when  with  slight  lip 

opening  air  is  released  .  No  exact 
corresponding  letter  and  sound  in  Latin  ) 

Write  these  in  Latin  alphabet 

0M1  <\©A 


0th 
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Time  to  practice  more. 
Write  the  following  in 
leba  wusha 


j’jaw  j’wjawa 


sTs’  a’b’d’ 


a’S’da  sab’ 


thiopic 
ama  aba 

a’jeb  w’s’d’ 

a’j’b’  m’mT’T 


auau  m’ls 


Here  are  your  first  sentences  and  phrases. 

Write  them  in  Latin  alphabets  and  read  them 
out  loud  for  yourself. 

V)  h?  Art*  aon\a  _ 

A)  Aflfl  rtA::  _ 

rh)  Art*  _ 

o°)  Art*<P  ?°rt*fl  _ 

rt)  Art*  ££  Art::  _ 
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Note: 


1.  We  use  h  for  U  and  (M)  for  Ti  rh 
and  'If.  You  do  not  use  the  last 
three  letters  until  you  finish  the 
first  course. 

2.  Likewise,  we  use  s  for  A  and  (s) 
and  for  v*.  The  same  goes  for  R 
that  is  represented  with  S  and  0 
represented  with  (S).  The  last  set 
is  a  for  \  and  (A)  for  0.  You  do 
not  use  the  last  letter  here  until 
you  finish  the  first  course. 

3.  In  general,  there  is  a  bracket 
around  those  representing  letters 
we  are  not  going  to  use  here. 
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LESSON  7 


The  seventh  set  are  one-legged  letters. 

h  7  1+? 

Here  are  the  family  members  of  Y 

)  Y  l  9  \  1  T 

The  sound  of  the  letter  n  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  V.  Here  the  first  letter  V  is  the  nl 
and  iP  we  had  seen  earlier. 

nl,  n’  =  *i  n2,  nu  =  'h  n3,  ni  =  \  n4, 
na  =  9  n5,  ne  =  \  n6,  n  =  1  n7, 

no  = 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  \  0  o°  (D 

?l  and  0 

vv  ?  v  hi  rm  irc  jmwi 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  T. 

7  7  7  ?  7  ^  ¥ 

The  sound  of  the  letter  N  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  T. 

Here  the  first  letter  T  is  the  N1  and  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

N1,N’=  7  N2,Nu  =  T  N3,Ni  =  7 
N4,  Na  =  ?  N5,  Ne  =  7  N6,  N  =  *f 
N7,  No  =  ? 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabets  7  i  0 

a>0t>’UA<®,mAxg££rt>i7rH?frt'fi 

h  H  and  0 

77  M5  n?  flirt-  “7?  rt 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  ’*1. 

*1^1?  %  *1 


This  is  the  second  H  sound  letter.  It  is  added 
here  to  help  you  understand  its  existence  in  case 
you  start  reading  Ethiopic  and  come  across  it. 
For  now,  it  is  represented  as  H. 

Here  the  first  letter  "If  is  the  HI  and  IT  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

HI,  H’  =  ,h  H2,  Hu  =  rh* 

H3,  Hi  =  (K  H4,  Ha  = 

H5,  He  =  rh.  H6,  H  =  A 

H7,  Ho  =  (h 

Remember  this  has  the  same  sound  as  and 
V •  We  will  skip  the  use  of  it  for  now. 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  rt%. 

The  sound  of  the  letter  t  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  *f\ 

Here  the  first  letter  T  is  the  tl  and  E  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

tl,  t’ =  +  t2,  tu  =  T*  t3,  ti  =  ± 

t4,  ta  -  t5,  te  =  't  t6,  t  = 

t7,  to  =  *f 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabets  T*  ^  T  V 

gwaJoivVrhe&m&ZgAZAh’trti 

(T  rt  Ti  h  H  and  n 

I*7?  PP  VT*  KQ*  AO*  fh'hdJ 


’P  't  ^  'k  ’f' 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  *P. 

*p  %  %  *P  %  'F  ¥ 

The  sound  of  the  letter  ch  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  F. 

Here  the  first  letter  'P  is  the  chi  and  clE  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

chl,  ch’  =  ¥  ch2,  chu  =  %  ch3,  chi  =  ^ 
ch4,  cha  =  F  ch5,  che  =  %  ch6,  ch  =  'P 
ch7,  cho  =  ¥ 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabets  ¥  i'  *1 

H  ?f  rt  Ti  h  ??  and  H 

J'-F  i¥  *iP  Fh,  irfh  *Fa°;E 
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The  seventh  set  is  finished !  These  are  five  one- 
legged  letters. 

This  is  how  they  sound, 
n’  _  (  nut ) 

V 

N’  _  (N  (the  back  of  the  tongue  presses  on  the 

back  of  the  mouth  roof  more  like  Spanish 
signor.  No  exact  corresponding  letter  and 

sound  in  Latin) ) 

H’ _ (Heard) 

t’ _ (turf) 

ch’ _ (  church  ) 


Read  the  following: 


c D£  a-fr  ao'nth*  >104?  h£g  (K  m^]:! 
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Ask  the  Ethiopian  speaker  (  Ethiopic  user  )  next 
to  you  to  translate  what  you  read  next. 

to+A  9°'} 

KA-T  9°1  ^m'7)A'f? 
a&'PJ'  hfDfii Ai>:: 

(D&  hi  9:: 

?i9rfc'>  ?i®^^Alh:: 

AA-V  Just.nfi&frf  » 
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LESSON  8 


Set  #  eight  are  a  little  different  one-legged  letters. 

4>  ?  ?  7  7  T 


Here  are  the  family  members  of  4\ 

4*  4?  ^  <£  4>  <£ 


The  sound  of  the  letter  q  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  4*.  Here  the  first  letter  4*  is  the 
and  we  had  seen  earlier. 


ql,q’  =  4*  q2,  qu  =  4?  q3,  qi  =  4?  q4, 
qa  =  &  q5,  qe  -  q6,  q  =4*  q7, 

qo  =  # 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  4*  i'  *l 

H  it  rt  Ti  h  H  and  fl 

4*fe  4,fl>*A  <SP\4’  taEbftafi  $4 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  t  . 

?  $  ?  £  $  ?  ? 

The  sound  of  the  letter  Q  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter 

Here  the  first  letter  ?  is  the  01  and  Q ’  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

Ql,  Q’  =  ?  Q2,Qu  =  ?  Q3,  Qi  =  $ 
Q4,  Qa  =  £  Q5,  Qe  =  $  Q6,  Q  =  ? 
Q7,  Qo  =  ? 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  ?  4*  tF  d* 

'IfHffrt’fillfiandn 

This  particular  letter,  helps  us  when  we 
write  some  Tigrigna  words. 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  P. 

?  £  &  ?  £  ?■ 

The  sound  of  the  letter  y  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  ?. 

Here  the  first  letter  ?  is  the  yl  and  y^  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

yl,y’  =  f  y2,yu  =  y3,  yi  =  «.y4, 

ya  =£  y5,  ye  =  y6,  y  =  £  y7, 

yo  =  ?* 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  ?  ¥  d*  ¥ 

Jl’tfHffA’fihfiandn 

W  ^  +£  d-©* 

?ffl£d>  ?*£d>  * frWd* 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  7. 

7  7-  7.  P  1  *7  7 

The  sound  of  the  letter  g  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  7. 

Here  the  first  letter  7  is  the  gl  and  g^  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

gl,g’  =  7  g2,  gu  =  7*  g3,  gi  =  Zg4, 

ga  =  P  g5,  ge  =  %  g6,  g  =  *7  g7, 

go=  7 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  7  ?  ?  4* 

AA\7fHffrtTihffandn 

77*  m-  fW#  i'P&c^ 

OP  QP%  dl  T*7  'bmp  't'mz 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  7. 

7  ’F-  t  2  ^  ^  7 


The  sound  of  the  letter  G  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter 

Here  the  first  letter  is  the  G1  and  GP  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

Gl,  G ’  =  7  G2,  Gu  =*?■  G3,  Gi  =  X 
G4,  Ga  =  2  G5,  Ge  =  ^  G6,  G  = 

G7,  Go  =  7 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  7  7  ?  ¥ 

£<\J\7fHffrtTihflandn 

Th 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of 

V 


T. 

T 


r 


The  sound  of  the  letter  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  T. 

Here  the  first  letter  T  is  the  J3l  and  jp  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

pl,p’  =  T  p2,  pu  =  V  p3,  pi  =  X 
p4,  pa  =  X  p5,  pe  =  X  p6,  p  =  T 
p7,  po=  x 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  T  ?  7  ? 

q$?’t*l7'lQcn>(D0wV<h{&,(nb&% 

A^AKTfHlTATihRandn 

TV  XT  XflX  TT?  W 
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LESSON  9 


Set  #  nine  are  sitting  flat  letters. 

^  L 

Here  are  the  family  members  of 

£  4*  6  C  C 

The  sound  of  the  letter  r  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  Here  the  first  letter  <£  is  the 
rl  and  we  had  seen  earlier. 

rl,r’  -  r2,  ru  =  4*  r3,  ri  =  6 

r4,  ra  =  ^  r5,  rc  -  £  r6,  r  =  C 
r7,  ro  =  C 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  L  T  7  7 

t$4>F  +  ’)j'I0ov(Doi»Vchai,a\&f{ 

£££AMfHffrt’fihflandfi 
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Here  are  the  family  members  of  &<. 

L  f  L  4*  L  $  £ 

The  sound  of  the  letter  f  is  the  sound  of  the 
Ethiopic  letter  <£. 

Here  the  first  letter  is  the  fl  and  P  we  had 
seen  earlier. 

fl,f  =  L  f2,fu  =  *  f3,  fi  =  is 
f4,  f a  =  4*  f5,  f e  =  ^  f6,  f  =  ¥ 
f7,  fo  =  G 

Practice  writing  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  L  £  T  ? 

ag££<\MfHffrtTihfiandn 

^5  <£Zfl  flAm 

ava\  7flrT7  h&0>rr)9°  &£ 
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You  have  done  all  nine  sets!  These  last  ones  are 
sitting  flat. 

This  is  how  they  sound. 


r’  _  (  rut ) 

f  _  (fur) 

Read  the  following 


hO-t  M  VIC 

hJt'f'frFi  hCDZJ'hU'V 

VLf l  M10  rk?  T9  h't'0!  9*:: 
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70 


k  r.  a 
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71 


rn.fl 


pd  f 


\ 


UftiiA  S®  C&  Bfvn  fS  to 
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